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Context of the project 

• Horizontal work on ‘Generation next: how to 
prevent Ageing Unequally’ 

– Provide policy recommendations on how to adapt to 
population ageing and address rising inequalities 

– Multi-dimensions: health, employment, retirement 

• Health component: Measuring and tackling 
health inequalities in middle and older ages 

– Measuring life expectancy by education level (STD) 

– Examining trends in disability among middle-age 
and older people by socioeconomic status (ELS/HD) 



Issues to address 

• How has disability among the elderly 
evolved over the past decades ?  

• Do we live longer in better health today 
compared to 10 or 20 years ago?  

• Are we all equal with regards to ageing in 
good health?  

• How have social disparities in health and 
disability evolved over time?  

 



Objectives of the analysis 

• Assess trends in disability among people aged 
50+   
– Updating previous OECD study (Lafortune and 

Balestat, 2007)  
– Methods: Both evidence from the literature and 

quantitative analysis 

• Assess socioeconomic  inequalities with respect 
to disability 
– Methods: Quantitative analysis 

• Test the hypothesis of compression of morbidity 
among new generations of population 50+ 

 



Identifying data sources 

• Data requirements:  
– Individual-level data on activity limitations, chronic 

diseases, and health status for people aged 50+ 
– Repeated cross-sectional data or longitudinal survey 

• Possible data sources: 
– EU countries (SHARE, 5 waves): Austria, Belgium, 

Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, 
Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland + Israel 

– UK (ELSA) 
– USA (HRS, NHIS?) 
– Japan (Comprehensive Survey of Living Conditions?)  
– Australia (Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers?) 
– Canada (Canadian Community Health Survey?) 



Next steps  

• Assess data availability for other OECD 
countries and non-member countries 
(Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Russian 
Federation, South Africa) 

 

• Contact marion.devaux@oecd.org by end 
of October 2015 if you think you might 
have required trend data to be included in 
this project  

 


